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HIS105 Introduction to the History of Western Civilization 

Since 1500 

 

Fall, 2017 
 

Instructor:  Dr. Lloyd Penner 

E-mail:  lloyd_penner@boothuc.ca 

Office:  318 

Office Hours:  after class or by appointment 

Phone:  237-9548 
 

Course Description: 
 

This course is a survey of the history of western civilization from 1500 C.C. to the 

present. The focus is on the religious, social, political and economic developments of het 

last 500 years. The objective is to develop and appreciation of and critical understanding 

of the ideas, people and movements that have shaped the western world. Whenever 

possible, the instructor will emphasize how past events affect is today. 

 

Duration: September 6-December 5 

Delivery Mode: lectures, discussion, presentations, test and final exam  

Credits: 3 credit hours     

Prerequisites: none 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date: November 3, 2017 

Time Extension Application Deadline: November 24, 2017 

 Reading Week: October 9-13 

 

Course Objectives: 
 

Students will have acquired a detailed knowledge of the main characteristics of the 

various civilizations that laid the foundations of western civilization 

Students will be able to understand the basic tools that historians use to study history 

Students will know how to conduct historical research and write analytical history essays  
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Required Text: Joshua Cale, Carol Symes, Western Civilizations: Their History and their 

Culture Vol. 2, 4
th

 ed. W.W. Norton. 

 

Course Outline:  
 

Reformation 

Wars of Religion 

Social Issues in early modern European society 

European colonialism 

Emergence of absolute monarchy – France 

Development of constitutional monarchy – England 

Emergence of new European powers- Holland, Austria, Prussia, Russia 

Scientific revolution and the Enlightenment 

French Revolution and Napoleon 

Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions 

New 19
th

 century social, economic, scientific and political ideas and movements 

World War I: causes and significance 

Rise of communism and fascism 

World War II: causes and significance 

Cold War: development and significance 

New social, cultural and political movements since World War II 

 

 

Course Requirements 
 

Assignment 1    (Biographical Essay)  15% 

Assignment 2    (Major Research Essay) 25%       

Assignment 3     (Test)   20% 

Assignment 4    (Class Participation)            10% 

Assignment 5     (Final Exam)  30% 

________________________________________ 

      100% 

 

Detailed Assignment Instructions: 

 

Guidelines for Essay Writing 

 

Papers must be printed in 12 point font and double-spaced. Provide a title page that 

includes your name, student number, course number, name and date. Number your pages. 

Be sure to write a rough draft, proof-read, revise and edit carefully for sentence structure, 

clarity, verb tense and spelling. Avoid passive verbs such as “it is said” or “it was 

thought”. Be specific and avoid wordy and flowery sentences. 

 

Quote only when paraphrasing would lose the meaning and impact of the original text. 

For quotes longer than 3 lines you must leave a line and indent both margins followed by 

another empty line. For this type of indented block quote, do not use quotation marks. If 
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words are omitted they must be indicated by dots in square brackets. Always cite 

(reference, document) all information and interpretations that are not general knowledge 

(not just direct quotes). Otherwise, this is considered plagiarism. When quoting or citing 

a source, always give the exact page numbers used.  

 

ASSIGNMENT #1 Biographical Essay 

    

Each student will write a research essay (2000 words) on a historical figure chosen from 

the list below. Each student must choose a different person. Students must use at least 6 

sources (books (at least 3 must be books), journal articles and web sites). Internet articles 

must be written and signed by a historian. The text and encyclopedias should be read for 

background information but a maximum of 3 of the citations (Chicago style) can come 

from these sources. A history paper of this length should have between 20 and 30 

citations. The instructor will provide of the main types of citations. Use the following 

points as a guide in researching and writing the paper: 

 

1. What was the historical situation in which the person lived? 

2. Describe the person’s background briefly. 

3. Discuss the person’s main goals. 

4. Discuss and analyze the person’s main ideas and activities. 

5. What was the person’s specific short and long term impact on western civilization? 

6. Critique the person’s ideas and work. 

 

Historical figures to choose from:  

 

1. Peter the Great  2. Catherine the Great  3. Oliver Cromwell     4. Galileo   5. Newton   

6. Voltaire     6. Rousseau     7. Thomas Jefferson   8. Marie Antoinette    9. Robespierre          

10. Mary Wollstonecraft      11. Toussaint L’Ouverture     12.William Blake       13. 

Charles Darwin           14. Marie Curie     15. Queen Victoria  16. Vincent Van Gogh 

17. Emmeline Pankhurst       18. Emma Goldman   19.  Rasputin  20. Lenin                       

 

ASSIGNMENT #2 Major Research Essay 

 

Students will research and write an analytical essay (2500-3000 words) on a topic chosen 

from the list below. The essay must make an argument (i.e. have a point of view). 

Students must use a least 7 sources of which 4 must be books. Essays of this length 

should have between 25 and 40 citations. Encyclopedias and the text are not included. 

Internet sources must be written and signed by a historian.  

 

Topics 

1. The impact of witchcraft on women (1500-1700) 

2. The development of the slave trade (1500-1800) 

3. How the nature of warfare changed: tactics, weapons, discipline etc. (1500-1800) 

4. The emergence of new styles of music (choose from baroque, classical, romantic, 

modern) 

5. The impact of the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment on religion 
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6. English landscape painting in the 19
th

 century 

7. Evaluation of Napoleon’s contribution to European history 

8. The impact of the English Industrial Revolution on the lives of workers 

9. The growth of anti-Semitism in Europe (1850-1914) 

10. The struggle for women’s rights in England up to 1820 

11. The origins of modern art 

12, How World War I changed warfare 

13. The 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 

14. Nazi Germany’s “Final Solution”  

15. The impact of colonialism on Indigenous peoples in 2 areas or countries in Asia, 

Africa or South and Central America 

16.. Student suggested topics 

 

Course Evaluation and Grading System: 

 

Test 

The date of the test is Tuesday, October 24 

 

Assignments (submitted in paper form in class)  

The biographical essay is due Tuesday, October 17 

The major research essay is due Thursday, November 23 

 

Class Participation 

Students can earn up to 10% of their grade through participation in class discussion by 

asking questions, responding to instructor questions and other student comments.  

 

Final Exam 

There will be a final exam as posted on the exam schedule. 

 

Letter Grades and Grade Points  

 

Letter/Number Grade Range 

A+ 92-100, A 80-91, B+ 76-79, B 70-75, C+ 66-69, C 60-65, D 50-59, F 0-49 

 

A+ (4.5)  Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, 

superior organization, and exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize: a superior 

grasp of the subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive 

knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the 

Academic Dean 

 

A (4.0)  Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of extensive knowledge base. 

 

B+ (3.5)  Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good 

organization, demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize, a very good grasp of the 
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subject matter; evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the 

relevant issues under emanation; very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

 

B  (3.0)  Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence 

of critical capacity, good analytical ability a good understanding of the relevant issues 

under examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

 

C+ (2.5)  Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 

matter; evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of  

the relevant issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

 

C (2.0)  Adequate performance  with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 

some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems 

found in the material; evidence of some familiarity with the relevant literature. 

 

D (1.0)  Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

 

F (0)  Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 

the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or 

irrelevant use of literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

 

 

Academic Policies 
 

Students are responsible for reviewing and abiding by all Booth UC academic policies in 

the current Academic Calendar. Three policies of particular relevance are:  

 

Academic Integrity 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the 

work or a portion thereof was done by some other person(plagiarism). Actions of 

plagiarism harm both the student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism 

or any form of cheating in examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious 

academic penalty that may include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, 

failure in the course, dismissal from the University College, or other serious 

consequences. Plagiarism or cheating in a course in which a student is cross-registered 

with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary action by the University 

according to its policies. 

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. 

In short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not 

necessary to state the source of well known or verifiable facts, but students are expected 

to acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, 

whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the 

like, as well as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources. 

Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/ or 
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cheating if a student submits assignments in whole or in part by someone other than 

him/herself, or copies the answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, 

or take-home assignment.   

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the 

prescribed plagiarism tutorial. 

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic 

Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic 

Dean. 

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint committee of student and instructor to hear both 

the allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will 

then make a determination whether plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide 

on appropriate measures. The students and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and at the 

University College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the 

Academic Dean (see Academic Appeals). 

 

Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell in Booth 

Classrooms 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom 

only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including 

e-mail), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones, require the 

express permission of the instructor, Social networking sites as Facebook, Twitter, 

blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of 

personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which 

may be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor.  

 

Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 

 It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments, or test. Any term 

work that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from 

the end of the final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the 

conclusion of this time, all unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to FIPPA 

guidelines. 

 

Withdrawal 

Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with 

the instructor and contact the Booth University registrar at 924-4861 and/or your program 

advisor. 

 

 

 


